[RAVEL&LEISURE

[mprove your game,
C
enhance your home

By JAY GEABAN

“You pul in & swimming pood for the Kids, Mo 1F's vour furmn:
B e timie for & backyand putting green ™

[uirmas Mehamara o, president of New England Custom [fut
g Gareens, olten speaks those words to potential customeers whee,
lke Bimself, have @ passion fof golf.

And golles, looking to improve thelr games and also enhance
thelr backvard property, ane diving in.

“Every wear we got blgger and blgger,® says the 35year-obd
BlcManunes, who Bas installed more than 200 synthetic putting

greens since opening his MEsiness our vears ago. He adds, " The
LTS A LD (L SR PTG e

hew Bngland Custom Fueting Greers iretallad sytheatic
greare d these homes in Dover, 1op photo, and Bes

putting green creates o nice focal point in the vard, and for the
whole [nmily it can mean mose guality tme spent together.”

bunyport, aboe And valeable golf proctice ime. Blasting long shots may e fun
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TRAVELS

Thomas Mo amena,
orer of hew

England Clslom
Putting Gresre,
slands near a 15- by
2B-faot green with

chipping pads that
neirgtdledal a
hiosa in

Shrewsouny

(EL
0N spacious driving ranges, Duat, a5 miost
goll experts woukd agree, chipping amd
putting make up at feast 50 percent of the
sconng. In other words, if you want to
Lmprrove youdr golf score, you muost practice
near the hobe.

“We reate o home hole MoMamarn
says. “Coming home after work and being
ale o chip and pun i the guiet of vouar
own back yond — it raakes for some great,
relaxing and mermorable hours, And bi's

LI LT FALE 1

malnienance-ieee

Maw England Custom Pufting Greens,
operating eut of Clnton and Acushnet,
Mlass. sells Mirage turd, known Tor Lis pat
ented bent fiber, svhich in color and suks
stamce creates @ natueal and realistc-look
ing green

“Thie beauty of our greens is fhat thay're
miade to receive & chip shot. They acoualby
hold the ball® McMamara savs. “Many
other synthetic greens hove sasd-fed bord
with strajght-end fbers that must be sand
filled and periodically rolled with a beavy
water-filled sod roller. Our toet fibers are
muanufactured 1o stand up naturally. s 2
closé to & renl green as you can get.”

Cello Ciocone of Leominster became o
backyard putting enthusiast thiee vears
agorwhen he hod Mesamara install a green
i hs vard near s swiimeming peool.

U WORCCITER QUARTEALY = SLIRIALER L0008

41 lowe 0¥ savs Clocoaie, *Owr friends
will come over and we'll have some cool
putting and chigplng contests. Even altier
woe've played o round ab & cowrse nearby,
wie'te teady later for some short-gams fun
im the yvard.”

He was so plessed with his backyard
green that Clccons ordered ancther one
for inside the showroorm at his stare, Blue
Huron Enlemerises 1 Leominstes

McMamara's crew i planning to install &
outting green inside the showsoom ol
Larey Galick's Baneroelt Missan auto dealer-
shig in Auburm. Also in the plannkng stage
s i 1L O0square-font green for the Gale
way Office Complex on Central Street in
Leominsier

“1t's great for people on breaks n office
bukldings,” MoNamara sald,

Cren the Blirage tusl, MoMamara promises
a true toll, something every goller meeds 1o
practice his putting technigues.

“One of the bigpest miscomospbiomns
abwout synithetic putting greens bs that peo
ple think 1i's lke cutdoor carpet or like a
mibniaiure goll surface,” MoeMNamarm said.
"Butwith Mirage vou get the feel of putting
an real beni-grass greens.”

Explaining the installation, McNamara
anid the process tnkes only a couple of days,
“We come in and mark odt the green
avcording o whene the customer wanis 1l

PHOEGAAHT Eb.':El"l'-
placed. Then, we use a sod-cutter to
rernove the grass. We dig down between
vight knches and a oot and set the base
with crshed stone and stome duse

SoMamara added, “We work as cleanly
ns prodsible. W want the green bo 50 i with
the overall landscaping plan of the vard *

Mew England Costom Putiing Greens
offers two bypes of installation — a loose lay
or i glued-diwn swrface. MoNamar sakd
that o standard backvand putting green
reasuring A squane feet with three holes
cirsts Betwesn § 3,000 and §5,000. Accesso-
thes such as chipgsing mats and lghted cups
can be included.

e company has taken on bigger pro-
jects such as o 5,000-square-foot green pe
Lot for o par 3, 150-yard hole ol an ocean-
side home in Kennebunkport, only a mid-
Lo shot awny from thie vacatlion residence
of former President George Bush and [or
rrer flrst Ly Barbara Bush

Other high-profile installations by the
company molwde the Butch Harmon Clish
in Bockland wnd Besse Sports in Sudbury.

wibrage turd comes with o 10-vear lmited
WIFEAnLy,

And McNamara has advice for amy
homeowiter who bas removed an above
ground poot, The kase that supported the
pol, hie says, “makes a peglect surfzce fora

[rutting @reim.”
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LS TS ERCL AR
- LR PLUTENG CHEERE
hews England Custom Futting Greers’ projects heve
rarged from |ene 1o amal, Bnd dienis res
inchuded homeransers Brd busnesses. Fichured
ehore k5 an irstalation in Meine, A ight 1= &
puiting green & & home in hborih Feading
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